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In the constituency
Salvation Army Donation Centre Visit

Craigmillar Food Bank

It was a pleasure to visit the Salvation Army Donation Centre
Edinburgh at Piershill Place. A fantastic community organisation,

This month I visited Edinburgh Food Project in Craigmillar. Speaking with
the staff, it is clear that the volunteers do an incredible job supporting the

the donation centre and shop reuses and resells donated clothes,

local community with food and supplies donated by the public, as well as

furniture and small electrical appliances, providing a fantastic low

engaging with other community charities.

cost service to residents across Edinburgh.

It is deeply shaming that people are forced to use food banks, and it is

It was great to see the circular economy in action in the

reassuring that the Scottish Government is committed to mitigating the

constituency and, as the only donation centre in Scotland,

worst of benefit sanctions and cuts, the primary cause of food bank use.

supplying the whole of central Scotland.

Edinburgh Headway
Group
It was great to meet with Michelle Keenan and Lorraine Allan from
Edinburgh Headway Group, ahead of the Group’s move into new premises
in the constituency.
Edinburgh Headway Group does amazing work supporting those with
acquired brain injuries as well as their families and carers.
I am delighted to welcome an organisation like Edinburgh Headway Group
to the constituency, and look forward to working with them closely in the
future.

Meadowbank Stadium
Having attended the latest meeting regarding the development plans
for Meadowbank Stadium, it is clear that local residents continue to
be very concerned about the Council's plans to downsize
Meadowbank and sell off land to build flats. The stadium is a
fantastic community hub, providing a wide variety of sporting
activities for local residents, local groups and others across the
Lothian area. It is crucial that it remains a space that the community
can use and is of sufficient size that sporting groups can be
accommodated. I will continue to represent my constituents'
concerns and look forward to working together with the community,
the campaign group Save Meadowbank and the Council in order to
reach a solution.

Carr Gomm Launch Event
It was great to be at the launch event for Carr Gomm, a charity based in
Edinburgh that works to help combat loneliness. With loneliness affecting
many and having profound impact on physical health, it is a crucial area to
work in. They do fantastic work in local communities and offer a variety of
projects to help people interact with each other. Their latest campaign aims
to get people active, pledging some miles to their 1000 target across
Scotland. I am delighted to support their worthwhile campaign.

Duddingston Thistle
It was great to meet with Dean Reilly to discuss with him his proposals for
the creation of a new football club, Duddingston Thistle, with the ambition
to provide local children with organised league football free of charge.
The club will train and play at Brunstane Primary School, and we discussed
his plans to renovate a disused building at the school into modern changing
room facilities and install floodlights so children can train all year round. I
will be liaising with the council over planning permission over the
renovations. It is an incredibly positive project, with the potential to have a
huge impact on the local area, and I am delighted to lend my support to Dean
and Duddingston Thistle.

Guide Dogs for the Blind UK
Brilliant morning at Sainsbury’s Meadowbank celebrating their Local
Charity of the Year The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association (UK),
which does fantastic work supporting those with visual impairments.
An amazing amount raised by customers and staff. I enjoyed my walk
around the store with Zita and learning about the guide dog training
process- think I’ve got a new best friend!
Great also to have a tour of the store and learn about the ways they are
supporting the local community with food donations.

Litter in the constituency
I encourage my constituents to continue to take photos of litter and plastic
rubbish as they come across it in the constituency and send it to me, either on
twitter @ashtenRD with its location and the hashtag #edinburgheasternlitter
or to send it to my facebook account so we can continue to map it. Everyone
to deserves to live in a community they can take pride in, and it is time we
tackled litter in the constituency.

Annual Reports
This month I have continued to deliver annual reports to constituents.
The report details what I have done for you, my constituents, in 2017,
both in the constituency and in Parliament. I outline the campaigns I
led and took part in, as well as updating you on my speeches in the
chamber and how I have been representing Edinburgh Eastern in the
Scottish Parliament.

In Parliament
FMQs Question on EU Withdrawal Bill
I asked the First Minister a question this month about progression in the negotiations over the EU
Withdrawal Bill between the Scottish Government and the UK Government. I was disappointed to hear
that the UK Government's amendments to the Bill appear to be a further assault on devolution in
Scotland. Instead of coming to a compromise, the UK Government appears to have removed any need
for consent from the Scottish Parliament for the UK Government to legislate in devolved areas for a
period up to 7 years, completely undermining the core principle of Scottish devolution. You can watch
my question and the First Minister's answer here.

General Question on the
Gender Pay Gap
I asked the Minister for Employability and Training, Jamie Hepburn MSP, what the

Ministerial

Question on

NHS Tayside
I asked the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport

Scottish Government’s response is to the recent publication of large companies’ gender

Shona Robison whether the independent OSCR’s

pay gaps, which show that there remains a large pay gap among many companies across

investigations will extend to other Health Boards in

the UK, including in Edinburgh. Click here to see to see his answer.

relation to NHS Tayside. See here for her answer.

Family Cap and Rape Clause
While I was unable to attend the event on The Mound this month, I sent
my support to those protesting the inhumane Family Cap and Rape

Finance and Constitution

Clause. Its time to scrap these regressive policies.

Committee
This month I have taken the opportunity to ask witnesses to the
Finance and Constitution Committee questions relating to the UK
Government's Trade Bill and the implications for Scotland. Witnesses
have been clear, it is right that Scotland has a say in any future trade
deals negotiated by the UK Government on Scotland's behalf. I am also
concerned about the possible use of investor-state dispute settlement in
future trade deals- which would open Scotland up to potential law suits
by international corporations for loss of profits. I have called on Liam
Fox to commit to rejecting their use in the Trade Bill.

Campaigns

Kiss Goodbye to MS Campaign

Blue Cross Online Pet Sales Campaign

