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In the constituency
30th Anniversary Celebration of the City
of Edinburgh Basketball Club
I attended the 30th Anniversary Celebration of the City of
Edinburgh Basketball Club in June. It was great to watch the
games at the 'I Played at Porty II' tournament and see the
talent on show! I enjoyed hearing about the past season and
the club's plans for the future.

Youth Surgery at Gracemount
High School
I held a Youth Surgery at Gracemount High School to talk to the
students about the issues facing them in the constituency. It
was brilliant to see so many of them engaged with local issues
and asking questions.

Opening of new Fishwives Causeway

The Castle Kidz 'Just Be

Housing Development

You' single release

It was great to open the Port of Leith Housing Association's new housing

Staff from my office attended the launch of The Castle Kidz 'Just Be

development at Fishwives Causeway. The mix of social and

You' single. Students from Castlebrae High School performed at The

affordable housing offers a great variety of living options making an

White House Kitchen as part of a partnership project between

important contribution towards addressing affordable homes in the area,

Castlebrae High School and Drake Music Scotland. The song,

and it is brilliant to see one of the new homes fully adapted to support

written by the students, focuses on respect and embracing

those with physical and sensory impairments.

individuality. They had previously performed the song at the Drake
Music Scotland 20th Anniversary Concert at the Queen’s Hall in
Edinburgh in front of an audience of 800- a fantastic achievement!

Bellfield's back!
I was delighted to have been at the reopening of Bellfield
Church in Portobello. It is brilliant that it has now reopened
and will be used as a Community Hub for local residents. The
Hub will host a variety of activities and classes, as well as
acting as a concert venue. Fantastic work by Save Bellfield
and the local community to reopen its doors!

Great Get Together
I joined politicians from other parties at a Great Get Together in
June at Serenity Café in memory of Jo Cox. It was a great
opportunity to celebrate Jo Cox's message that we have more that
unites us as politicians than divides us. No matter our political
differences, it is important that we come together to recognise this.

In parliament
Ministerial Appointment

I am delighted to have been appointed as Minister for Community Safety in June, joining a team of talented Ministers and Cabinet Secretaries. The role
of Minister for Community Safety is an incredibly exciting one, and I will be responsible for a variety of policy areas including improving access to
justice, tackling sectarianism and anti-social behaviour, civil law and the legal profession and liaising with fire and rescue services. I am very much
looking forward to taking on the challenge and working across government departments, with non-governmental and local organisations to make our
communities across Scotland safer.

Speeches and Questions

#CitizenGirl Initiative Debate
I spoke in the #CitizenGirl Initiative debate, celebrating the
partnership programme of GirlGuiding Scotland and Women
5050.

I am delighted to see the Citizen Girl Initiative

encouraging girls and young women to use their voices to
enact change in Scotland, creating the leaders and the world
changers of tomorrow. You can watch my speech here.

Welcoming
Women in Engineering Day

Access to Vital Medicines
Debate

Debate
I was delighted to be able to contribute to Gillian Martin MSP’s

Access to vital medicines for rare diseases is of pressing concern to many of

Member’s Business Debate Welcoming Women In Engineering

my constituents and to many patients across Scotland. I am pleased that the

Day. The statistics of girls and women studying and working in

Scottish Government has recognised this and has taken significant steps to

STEM areas makes for disheartening reading, and we should be

widen access to medicines so that patients can access new medicines faster.

doing all we can to encourage girls and young women to pursue

The newly implemented wider definition for rare medicines will allow many

their passions in STEM subject areas. You can watch my speech

more patients to access new potentially life changing treatments. You can

here.

watch my speech here.

Defending the Powers of the
Scottish Parliament Debate

Devolution is approaching its 20th anniversary. Yet, instead of
preparing to celebrate all of its achievements, we are instead forced to
defend the devolution settlement and the powers of our Scottish
Parliament from a UK Government power grab.

For the UK

Government to try to take powers away from Scotland is disrespectful
of the devolution settlement, the Scottish Parliament and the people of
Scotland. The Scottish Government is committed to defending these
powers so that Scotland continues to have a say over its future. Watch
my speech here.

Ministerial Question on the First

Portfolio Question on an update on

Annual Progress Report on Human

negotiations with the EU

Trafficking

I asked the Scottish Government to provide an update on its negotiations

The Government's report is an extremely important part of tackling

with the EU, following the First Minister’s recent meeting with Michel

Human Trafficking.

Barnier. It is clear that a ‘No Deal’ Brexit outcome would be catastrophic for

I was encouraged to hear that the report

recognises the role of organised crime organisations in Human

Scotland. While the UK Government continues to be helplessly confused,

Trafficking and that this a key focus of both the Scottish Government

the Scottish Government has been clear all along – Scotland and the UK

and Police Scotland in enforcement and prevention actions taken

must remain in the EU Single Market and Customs Union to safeguard the

forward. Watch my question here.

economy, jobs and people’s livelihoods. Watch my question here.

Job Shadowing

I have had several students from Gracemount
High School join me at Parliament for a day of
job shadowing throughout June. Its fantastic to
have them at Parliament, giving them an insight
to a day in the life of a politician!

Girl Guide Q and A and
Parliament Tour
For the #CitizenGirl Initiative Debate we
were joined by several Girl Guides. I had
the pleasure of taking them for a tour of
Parliament and had a Q and A session with
them- some definite world leaders amongst
them!

The Daily Record's The Scottish Politics Podcast

Tavish Scott MSP and I spoke on the Daily Record's The Scottish Politics Podcast about the Gay Pardon Bill, the Sustainable
Growth Commission Report, abortion in Northern Ireland and the SNP Conference. Listen here.

Parliamentary Motions

Parliamentary Motions

