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Ash Denham MSP launches real Living Wage campaign

Above: Ash is picured alongside (left to right) Cllr Derek Howie (Liberton/Gilmerton), 
Police Scotland Inspector Norman Towler, and David Brown of City of Edinburgh 
Council at the City Chambers on Friday 28th February.

On Friday 21st February, Ash 
Denham launched a campaign 
calling for businesses across her 
Edinburgh Eastern constituency 
to commit to paying the real Living 
Wage, and become accredited 
Living Wage employers.

The real Living Wage in Scotland 
is £9.30 per hour, which has been 
independently calculated based 
on what employees and their 
families need to live on. The UK 
Government minimum wage is 
currently set at £7.70 for under 
25s and £8.21 for over 25s.

To launch the campaign, Ms. 
Denham invited accredited 

Living Wage employers who 
work in her constituency to the 
Scottish Parliament last Friday for 
a round table discussion on the 
benefits of the real Living Wage 
for both employers and workers.

The campaign will see the 
Edinburgh Eastern MSP write to 
over 100 local employers with 
information on the benefits of 
paying the voluntary rate and 
how support can be sought 
from Living Wage Scotland on 
becoming accredited.

Full press release can be found 
at https://ashdenham.scot/
category/press/

• Denham to write to employers in constituency to make 
Edinburgh Eastern a real living wage constituency

Above: Ash Denham alongside employers working in her Edinburgh Eastern constituency, including Edinburgh Dog and Cat Home, Carr Gomm and Carrick Home Services.

Ash Denham MSP

COUNCIL MEETING TO DISCUSS WORK TO TACKLE 
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN CONSTITUENCY
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Ahead of World Down's 
Syndrome Day, which takes 
place every year on the 21st 
of March, I recently visited 
Down's Syndrome Scotland's 
head office in Edinburgh.

DsScotland are the only 
charity in Scotland dedicated 
solely to supporting people 
with Down’s syndrome (Ds) 
and their carers.

I met a few of the young 
people the charity supports 
to reach their potential, who 
also featured in the charity's 
recent video to promote the 
awareness day.

My office is also putting a 
video together to be shared 
online featuring one of my 
constituents from Portobello 
as part of the day.

Above: Ash visited Down's Syndrome Scotland last month

MSP to take on hike for 
Edinburgh Dog&Cat Home

Ash Denham to mark World 
Down's Syndrome Day

---

Dear constituent,

Last month (February) I launched 
a campaign to encourage more 
employers in my Edinburgh Eastern 
constituency to pay the real living 
wage - which is set at £9.30 per hour.

Paying the real living wage makes 
such a difference to the lives of 
employees by not only allowing 
them to afford to pay for the basics, 
but it also means they don't need to 
work a second job or take on extra 
shifts simply to get by. At a meeting I hosted at the Scottish Parliament, 
employees also told me they felt more valued by their employers, who told 
me that absenteeism also reduced and their company's standing increased 
as a result of paying the real living wage.

As you will have read on the front page of this newsletter, I will now be writing 
to employers across my constituency asking them to consider becoming 
Living Wage Scotland accredited employers. Their staff deserve it.

During the month I also visited a couple of Edinburgh-based charities, 
Down's Syndrome Scotland and Edinburgh Dog and Cat Home.

Down's Syndrome Scotland do incredible work supporting people with Ds 
and their carers, while also helping them reach their potential. Tom, from 
Portobello in my constituency, will feature in a video my office is making to 
raise awareness of the charity's work ahead of World Down's Syndrome Day.

I also stopped in to Edinburgh Dog and Cat Home, who came along to my 
Living Wage Scotland event, to promote my charity hike up a Munro this 
May! If you are able please donate to this local animal welfare charity.

Ash.

Above: Ash Denham MSP discusses the real living wage with local employers and employees. More 
on the front page.

Edinburgh Dog and Cat 
Home are a fantastic charity, 
rehoming, rescuing and 
reuniting dogs and cats from 
across Edinburgh and the 
Lothians.

I've visited them a number 
of times in the past to meet 
the staff, volunteers and 
residents - including last 
summer to congratulate the 
charity on becoming the first 
animal welfare organisation 
in Scotland to pay their staff 

the real living wage.

To raise money for the 
Home, I and my office staff 
have decided to hike one of 
Scotland's Munros in May!

This will be a challenge but 
one we are excited to take on 
to help raise as much money 
as possible for a great cause.

To donate: https://give.everydayhero.
com/uk/ash-denham-msp-munro-hike-
for-edinburgh-dog-and-cat-home

Above: Ash with the members and volunteers at Drum Field.

A message from Ash


