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• Ash visits Venchie Children & Young People's Project who are delivering meals in the Craigmillar and Niddrie 
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Denham praises community's reaction to coronavirus

Above: Before the lockdown was announced, Ash made a donation to the Trussell 
Trust foodbank in Southhouse. If you would like to make a donation to the charity 
please visit their website at: trusselltrust.org/get-help/find-a-foodbank/edinburghse/

Edinburgh Eastern MSP, Ash 
Denham, has praised the efforts 
of local people in her constituency 
for doing all they can to support 
one another during this time of 
unprecedented challenge.

The MSP visited the Venchie on 
the first day of their daily meals 
on wheels delivery service to 
areas with families desperate 
for food supplies as the country 
became locked down.

Ms Denham has also written 
to the Scottish Government 
to see if any funding from the 
£350m Communities Fund, 
set up specifically to support 

communities in need during the 
pandemic, could be allocated 
to projects in Edinburgh 
Eastern, such as those run by 
the Venchie and the Goodtrees 
Neighbourhood Centre, to help 
local families.

She said:  " This  is  an 
unprecedented and extremely 
challenging time for everyone, 
but it's been so heartening to 
see the local community come 
together and support people in 
need of food and supplies.

"I've written to the Government 
to ask for funding to be allocated 
to the constituency."

• Writes to Scottish Government on behalf of local charities 
and community groups at time of financial crisis

Above: Ash Denham is pictured alongside Susan Heron next to the minibus the Venchie Children & Young People's Project have been using to deliver lunchtime meals.
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Ash Denham MSP wrote 
to councillors on The City 
of Edinburgh's Education, 
Children and Families 
Committee following council 
officers' recommendations 
not to fund some charities 
and community groups in 
the constituency such as 
Health Opportunities Team, 
the Venchie and Goodtrees 
Neighbour hood Centre.

In her letter, Ash made the 
case that funding was not 
going to the areas most in 
need, such as the Craigmillar 
and Gilmerton areas which 
are identified by the Scottish 
Index of Multiple Deprivation 
Index 2020 as among the 
most impoverished areas in 
the capital. The committee 
decided to delay the final 
decision until the summer.

Above: Ash wrote to councillors following officers' report

MSP meets with Citizens 
Advice Edinburgh

Denham writes to council 
over charity funding

---

Dear constituent,

It goes without saying that this is an 
extremely challenging time for our 
city and for our country, but I have 
been heartened by the immense 
response of local people to recent 
events.

Local groups such as the Goodtrees 
Neighbourhood Centre and the 
Venchie, among many others, 
have volunteers delivering meals 
to people in need in the local 
community. While many thousands signed up within just a matter of days to 
volunteer through the Scottish Government's 'Ready Scotland' programme 
to support local people and our NHS through this difficult time.

But unless you're volunteering, a key worker, collecting food or medicine, or 
going out for one form of exercise, we all need to stay at home to protect the 
NHS and to save lives. Parliament has been reduced to one day a week as we 
pass emergency legislation and govern the country through this period, but 
I have spent the rest of my time working from home.

My office was closed in the middle of March but my staff are working to 
support constituents remotely. It is very much business as usual other 
than face to face meetings no longer taking place. My team have been 
continuing to engage with constituents, to offer them advice and support, 
and contacting local authorities and organisations on their behalf where 
necessary. If you need to get in touch you can reach me through the contact 
methods on the front page of this newsletter.

Please stay safe and continue to look out for those in your local community 
where possible,

Ash.

Above: At the beginning of March, Ash visited St. John's RC Primary School on Duddingston Road to 
answer questions from pupils on being the constituency's MSP and on working in politics.

Ms Denham invited the Chief 
Executive of Citizens Advice 
Edinburgh, Benjamin Napier, 
to the Scottish Parliament to 
discuss a number of matters 
including the work of the 
charity in her Edinburgh 
Eastern constituency - where 
they have an office based in 
Portobello.

The meeting was also an 
opportunity to discuss the 
collaborative work between 
Ms. Denham's office and 

Citizens Advice Edinburgh 
when they held two joint 
surgeries for EU citizens 
affected by Brexit in recent 
months.

Following the strong interest 
in the last EU surgery, Ms. 
Denham hopes to work 
alongside the charity to 
hold more events in the 
future with regards to the 
EU Settlement Scheme and 
other important issues such 
as access to welfare support.

Above: Ash with Benjamin Napier at Holyrood.

A message from Ash


