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Meeting with local businesses after lifting of restrictions

Photos: (top) Ash stops in for a meeting with the Cake & Candy Tea Room
in Portobello. (above) Dropping by at Harry’s Treats, also in Portobello.

As restrictions began to lift at the beginning of the 
summer period, Ash Denham MSP took time in June 
to visit and meet with a number of businesses in the 
Edinburgh Eastern constituency, including Portobello.

In Portobello, Ash met with management from a range 
of businesses such as  Portobello Book Shop, the Cake 
& Candy Tea Room, Harry’s Treats pet food, and Hirsute 
Hairdressers.

Ash said: “It was important early in the summer as 
more restrictions began to lift to get out and meet 
local businesses to hear about how they had adapted 
through the pandemic, how government and local 
authority funding had supported them, and if I could 
provide any further advice or support.”

Contact Ash as your local MSP

web:  www.ashdenham.scot

email:  ash.denham.msp@parliament.scot

tel:  0131 661 4888
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Dear constituent,

I hope you had an enjoyable summer period and you were 
able to spend some time meeting with friends and family 
again after what was a long lockdown earlier this year 
through the winter months.

As restrictions started to lift earlier this summer I spent a 
lot of time meeting with local businesses and constituents 
to ensure they were given neccessary support to recover. 
You can read more about my visit to employers in 
Portobello on the front page of this newsletter.

In addition to the meetings and visits I undertook during 
the summer recess in this newsletter, I have also been 
busy taking forward a number of my re-election campaign 
pledges including the formation of an Edinburgh Eastern 
Mental Health Action Group which plans to meet for the 
first time next month and the chairing of a public meeting 
later this month between local community councils and 
Lothian Buses over discontinued bus routes.

I also stood on the side of constituents who were worried 
about the impact of the Council’s proposed CPZ scheme 
in their area by writing to councillors asking them to 
reconsider their initial proposals.

The Parliament will officially re-open next month and 
I was pleased to nominate two young people from the 
Goodtrees Neighbourhood Centre to participate in the 
opening. Last year communities came together to support 
one another and organisations like Goodtrees played an 
integral role in that - they should be recognised.

Finally, I was delighted to secure a meeting between 
a constituent and the Scottish Government minister 
for Women’s Health, Maree Todd MSP, to discuss my 
constituent’s campaign on the diet pills industry and will 
provide a further update in due course.

If you would like my advice or support please don’t 
hesitate to contact me.

Yours for Scotland,

Ash.

60 years of the Venchie and 
Susan Heron recognised

In August Ash was delighted to visit the Venchie 
Children & Young People’s Project in Craigmillar to 
join in the celebrations marking the charity’s 60th 
birthday! Since being first elected in 2016, Ash and 
her office team and have always done their upmost 
to champion the Venchie and Ms. Denham has 
written to both government and council supporting 
them. Immense credit goes to Susan Heron, manager 
of the Venchie for all her hard work over many years.

Ash recently met with constituent Trishna Singh OBE, 
director of Sikh Sanjog, a charity supporting women 
living in Edinburgh from the Sikh community. 
Founded in 1989, the charity supports Sikh women 
who need support to integrate fully into Scottish 
society, need advice on education and career 
possibilities or require 1-1 counselling services. Ms. 
Denham made a commitment during the meeting 
to host a parliamentary reception for Sikh Sanjog.

MSP to host parliamentary 
reception for Sikh charity

Above: Ash alongside Provost Frank Ross and Susan Heron

 Above: Ash is pictured alongside Trishna Singh OBE.



Ash helps launch new Scottish SPCA campaign
In July Ash was pleased to support the Scottish 
SPCA in their call for the public to email them 
with their experiences of moving into rented 
accomodation with pets. She said: “Being 
forced to choose between your pet and a safe 
place to live is choice no one should have to 
make.” Contact the charity here: https://www.
scottishspca.org/pets-and-tenants-together

Craigmillar and Niddrie Community Festival celebrates 
100th anniversary of Craigmillar becoming part of capital

Last month organisers held the annual Craigmillar & Niddrie 
Community Festival, which this year marked the 100th anniversary 
of Craigmillar joining the City of Edinburgh! Ms. Denham was thrilled 
to make a number of the celebration events including those held at 
the White House such as the pottery and tapestry exhibitions. She 
said: “It was fantastic to see so many local people and families out 
enjoying the festivities. It’s been such a challenging last 18 months 
for everyone so it was inspiring to see constituents come together 
as a community and celebrate Craigmillar and Niddrie.”

In June, Ash met with Marlene 
Shiels, Chief Executive of Capital 
Credit Union to discuss ways 
constituents could be supported 
with their finances and access help.  
A credit union is a member-owned 
financial cooperative, operated on a 
not-for-profit, ethical basis.

Zoom meeting held with Capital Credit Union

Above: Ash alongside Provost Frank Ross and Susan Heron

Left: Ash is pictured alongside Kirsteen Campbell and Gilly
Mendes Ferreira from the Scottish SPCA and Jackie Massie (Rock Trust)

Above left : Ash enjoys the pottery display at the White House

Right: Ash speaking to Marlene over a Zoom call.

 Above: Ash is pictured alongside Trishna Singh OBE.
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Ash writes to council over real living wage status

Denham meets with Edinburgh Science Festival

Last month Ash wrote to the Leader of the City of Edinburgh Council to ask if and when the local authority plans 
to make the capital only Scotland’s second Living Wage City. The Edinburgh Eastern MSP has been a champion 
for the Real Living Wage scheme - one that sees employers pay their staff and all contracted workers a wage that 
has been independently calculated based on living costs. Last year before the pandemic Ash held an event in 
Holyrood (pictured above) to celebrate employers paying the real living wage as well as to hear from employees 
first about the difference being paid the wage has made to their lives. Ms. Denham said: “I made it a re-election 
commitment to do all I could to make Edinburgh Eastern a Real Living Wage constituency and I would be happy 
to do all I could to support the Council in achieving Living Wage City status across the capital.”

As Edinburgh’s festivals returned in a more physical way 
following the COVID outbreak last year, Ash was pleased that 
the Portobello promenade in Edinburgh Eastern was selected 
to host a key exhibition as part of the 2021 Edinburgh Science 
Festival. The constituency can often be overlooked by the 
capital’s festivals with a preference for the city centre, so she 
delighted to see Edinburgh Science choose Portobello. Last 
month Ash met with Hannah Schlesinger from Edinburgh 
Science to hear about the success of the event, plans to 
engage with local school children, and what more can be 
done to encourage more girls to take an interest in STEM 
subjects. Ash looks forward to attending a constituency 
school visit in the future to see their engagement first hand.

Ash seeks play parks funding in constituency
Following the 2021 election, Ash followed up on a re-election 
campaign commitment to ensure Edinburgh Eastern received its 
fair share on funding from a Scottish Government pledge to renew 
Scotland’s playparks by writing to the Minister for Children and 
Young People.

Following an agreement between the government and local 
authorities, Ms. Denham will now engage with the City of Edinburgh 
Council to see funding come to the constituency.

Above: Ash Denham in Portobello with Hannah Schlesinger 
(Edinburgh Science) following a meeting held last month

Above: Ash in Craigmillar Castle Park, Arthur’s Seat visibile


