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Congratulating local businesses on paying living wage

Photos: (top) Ash visited Bellfield Brewery Taproom & Beer Garden and
(above) met with Victoria Brown of Curious Gem Jewellery.

In September I was thrilled to visit two fantastic 
Edinburgh Eastern businesses that have recently 
become Real Living Wage accredited employers!

The Real Living Wage scheme is one where employers  
commit to paying their staff and all contractors the 
real living wage - a wage that has been independently 
calculated based on the costs of living.

In recent months Bellfield Brewery and Curious 
Gem Jewellery have both become accredited and I 
paid them both a visit to congratulate them and to 
champion the scheme I hope others will sign up for.

Visits such as these and engaging with local businesses 
are part of my campaign to see Edinburgh Eastern 
become a Real Living Wage constituency.

Contact Ash as your local MSP

web:  www.ashdenham.scot

email:  ash.regan.msp@parliament.scot

tel:  0131 661 4888
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Dear constituent,

September was another busy month as parliamentary 
business restarted following the summer recess. In my role as 
the Scottish Government’s Community Safety Minister there 
have been a number of actions, which you can read about 
on the backpage of this newsletter, that I have taken forward 
following the First Minister’s Programme for Government 
announcement.

In the Programme for Government, we have committed to: 
increasing our frontline health spend each year so it is at least 
£2.5 billion higher by 2026-27; improve national wellbeing 
by increasing direct mental health investment by at least 
25% over the lifetime of this parliament; invest £250 million 
over the next 5 years to tackle the drugs deaths emergency; 
bringing forward legislation to establish a National Care 
Service by June 2022; will invest £100 million, starting this 
year, to support frontline services and focus on the prevention 
of violence against women and girls from school onwards.

You can download the full Programme here: https://www.
gov.scot/publications/fairer-greener-scotland-programme-
government-2021-22/

You can read through my constituency work throughout 
September on pages 1-3 of this newsletter. In particular I was 
pleased to take forward three of my re-election campaign 
commitments by chairing a public meeting over bus services 
in my constituency, organising an action group meeting on 
incidents of antisocial behaviour and vandalism in Portobello, 
and continuing to champion the Real Living Wage scheme to 
encourage even more employers to become accredited.

Last month I also welcomed the decision by the Scottish 
Government to approve the outline business case for a new 
Edinburgh Eye Pavillion. Replacing the exciting pavillion was 
an SNP manifesto pledge and in June I wrote to the Health 
Secretary to ask when the government planned to take 
forward these replacement plans.

If you would like my advice or support please don’t hesitate 
to contact me.

Yours for Scotland,

Ash.

Ash Regan chairs public 
meeting over bus services

I was pleased to give community councils and 
constituents who had contacted me regarding bus 
services in the constituency an opportunity to ask 
questions of Lothian Buses and the City of Edinburgh 
Council directly. While I recognise the hard work and 
achievements of Lothian Buses, particularly during 
the pandemic, there are many of my constituents, 
particularly those with mobility challenges and in 
Northfield & Willowbrae, who are not well connected 
to the network. Thank you to all for taking part and 
highlighting where improvements are needed.

In September I contacted Goodtrees Neighbourhood 
Centre in Moredun to nominate two volunteers 
who had played a key part in their incredible work 
locally to support vulnerable families and children, 
particularly during the pandemic with meal 
deliveries. Rio and Kayden have been long standing 
volunteers and so I was delighted to recognise them 
by inviting both to the opening of the Scottish 
Parliament as my Edinburgh Eastern Local Heroes!

Goodtrees young people 
recognised in Parliament

Above: Ash chaired the meeting over Zoom on Thursday 30th September

 Above: Ash is pictured alongside Kayden Douglas and Rio Yavruturk



Regan to chair meeting on ASB/vandalism
Following through on a commitment I gave 
to constituents who contacted me regarding 
incidents of vandalism and antisocial behaviour 
in Portobello during the summer period, I have 
now invited local police, the City of Edinburgh 
Council, and Portobello Community Council 
to take part in an action group meeting next 
month to highlight and discuss constituents’ 
concerns and work towards finding solutions.

Visit to Edinburgh Dog and Cat Home in Seafield

I was delighted to visit Edinburgh Dog and Cat Home in person for 
the first time since the pandemic began to hear how the charity has 
adapted to continue to rescue, reunite and rehome dogs and cats in 
Edinburgh and the Lothians. It was exciting to hear about the Home’s 
campaign to tackle pet poverty, which they launched as part of the 
UK-wide Challenge Poverty Week and I was delighted to endorse on 
social media. The visit was also an opportunity to congratulate the 
Home on being nominated at this year’s Real Living Wage Scotland 
Awards in the Resiliance category. Well done EDCH!

Following my public meeting on 
bus services (page 2), I wrote to 
the City of Edinburgh Council 
requesting that they open 
discussions with Handicabs (HcL) 
on finding a solution to support 
constituents in the Northfield & 
Willowbrae community affected by 
the cancellation of the 69 last year.

Ash writes to Council to find 69 bus solution

Above: Ash chaired the meeting over Zoom on Thursday 30th September

Pictures : Ash met with Lindsay Fyffe-Jardine (top) and Nicola Gunn (bottom left)

 Above: Ash is pictured alongside Kayden Douglas and Rio Yavruturk
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Challenging men’s demand for prostitution

I spoke to the Civil Justice Committee following 
the First Minister’s Programme for Government 
announcement to outline how the Scottish 
Government wants to drive forward changes 
and improvements so that we have a modern 
civil justice system that works for the people of 
Scotland. You can watch my opening statement to 
committee members here: https://bit.ly/2WRgdyW

In September I was interviewed by BBC Scotland following 
a call by a group of frontline agencies who want a shift in 
how prostitution is dealt with by the law so that men buying 
sex face criminal charges. The government is committed to 
developing the right model for Scotland to tackle this form of 
violence against women and girls, and consider how aspects 
of international approaches which seek to challenge men’s 
demand for prostitution could best be applied in Scotland.

The recent consultation is the first step in a national 
conversation about prostitution in Scotland. You can read 
the consultation responses here: https://bit.ly/3Dc7Spc
Watch my BBC interview here: https://bit.ly/3mr1mE4

Ash chairs meeting with water safety stakeholders
Last month I chaired the second of a series of meetings with 
key partners to improve water safety in Scotland - the previous 
meeting was held on 11th August. It followed an address I made 
to Parliament, in a response during Justice portfolio questions, 
outlining the actions taken by the Scottish Government to provide 
funding and support for water safety activities and campaigns. 
The government takes the issue of water safety very seriously and 
welcomed the Drowning Prevention Strategy when it was published 
by Water Safety Scotland in 2018. My response: https://bit.ly/3uRf7jv

Above: Ash speaking on BBC Reporting Scotland

Above: Ash responds to a water safety question last month

Minister outlines plans for 
Scottish Civil Justice system

How our prisons are coping 
with emerging from Covid

I recently visited Cornton Vale and Polmont 
prisons,becoming the first minister to visit prison 
facilities since the initial lockdown of March 2020. 
I met with women and to discover more about the 
steps being taken in our prisons to recover from 
the pandemic and to view progress being made 
on a new bespoke facility at Cornton Vale. Read my 
piece in The Scotsman here: https://bit.ly/3ai47Cf


